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On the evening of April 19, the General Labor Confederation (CGT) released a communique
calling on the government of President Raul Alfonsin to halt its privatization program affecting
enterprises under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Public Works and Services. According to the
CGT, the "arbitrary disposition of goods and services" which legally belong to the Argentine people
must be reconsidered, and thus, terminated at the present time. The communique declared that
the principal causes of observed inefficiencies in state-run public service companies, such as in
the case of electricity, are not somehow inherent in the nature of state ownership. The principal
causes of the deterioration of services (resulting in blackouts, for example), said the CGT, are
public officials' "ignorance, incompetence and deficient management." These officials employ
financial resources for foreign debt payments and other shortsighted purposes instead of making
necessary investments in the public sector. Public service enterprises, said the CGT, could be a
source of public revenues via taxation and other measures if administered properly. (Basic data from
Argentine news agency, DYN, 04/19/88)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

